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the ultimate goal is something much vaster. There are
two phrases more used than others by the Gwaimusho
officials; they are "integrity of Qhina " and "guardian-
ship of China/' Their signification to the speaker is the
same, but their use is different. The former is for con-
versation with the foreign diplomats and correspondents,
the latter for use amongst themselves.

This idea of a guardianship of China is quite common
in Japan. It is freely spoken of as Japan's mission. It
has been preached by the Tokio statesmen and clamoured
for by the Tokio press and mob. The late Count Hayashi
expressed it in the columns of the Jiji Shimpo ; the late
Premier, Count Okuma, has proclaimed it from the ros-
trum ; the present Premier, Mr. Kara, is a champion
of it. It is a natural thought amongst the people;
it is discussed in the highways and byways, and much
speculated on in the Stock Exchanges. The late Mr.
Abe, Director of the Political Bureau, was assassinated
because of it. Baron Makino, when Foreign Minister, was
mobbed on account of it. It is not to the Japanese a
thing in the air, but a plain, positive policy which has
got to be carried through. After the fall of the Katsura
Cabinet in February, 1913, Baron Kato, then Foreign
Minister, made a tour through China, and when he
arrived back gave his impressions to the newspaper men.
Amongst other things he said : " Whenever some Foreign
Power obtains a concession in China the Japanese regard
it as a trespass on their legitimate rights in that country."
To Baron Kato the ideas of his nationals on China were
very evident. The day before the late Mr. Yamaza,
Minister at Peking, left for his post in 1913, he did me the
courtesy of calling on me. We discussed this problem, and
in reply to a poiut-blank question he said : " Yes, we
believe we have a mission in China, but of course the
press makes too much of it." Shortly after my arrival
in Japan in 1912 I had a conversation with the late
Captain Brinkley, for so many years correspondent in
Tokio of The Times. We talked of Japan and China, and
Captain Brinkley assured me that the near future would